
Report of the EMS Women in Mathematics Committee 2011-2012

New Committee Members Two members of our committee resigned and one reached

the end of her term in Dec 2011. We proposed new members who were approved in

January 2012. The current members are Caroline Series (Warwick, UK; Chair); Sylvie

Paycha (Potsdam, Germany; also representing France; Vice-Chair); Christine Bessen-

rodt (Hannover, Germany); Bodil Branner (DTU, Denmark); Lisbeth Fajstrup (Aal-

borg University, Denmark); Elena Fernandez (Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya,

Spain); Dušanka Perǐsić (University of Novi Sad, Serbia); Alice Rogers (King’s College

London, UK).

Relations with European Women in Mathematics (EWM)

http://www.europeanwomeninmaths.org/

EWM is a membership based organisation for women in maths across Europe. Our

remit as an official committee of EMS is rather different. We have discussed this care-

fully with EWM and have agreed that while we remain two quite distinct organisations

we should collaborate closely as appropriate. Lisbeth Fajstrup (Deputy Convenor of

EWM) joined our committee and we have worked closely with EWM on, for example,

the joint scientific committee and the women’s events at the 6ECM, see below.

Web We have updated our committee’s EMS web page

http://www.euro-math-soc.eu/comm-women2.html We are collaborating with EWM

about other web material. The women mathematicians blog we started is temporarily

removed from the web but will be passed over to EWM on the launch of their new

website.

Barcelona meeting We organised a meeting of Representatives of European Organ-

isations for Women in Mathematics in Barcelona on September 4, 2011, immediately

prior to the 15th General Conference of EWM in CRM, Barcelona. The aim was

to bring together people involved in organisations and initiatives for women mathe-

maticians to exchange ideas and build an informal network. Participants were invited

through a letter sent by EMS to all national mathematical societies. We are in contact

with representatives from 12 countries, 8 of whom attended the meeting. The collected

reports from the different countries can be found on our website.

Following the meeting, we are compiling a list of organisations engaged in activities

related to women mathematicians on a national or regional level. These may be either

subcommittees of a national mathematical society (such as the London Mathematical

Society Women in Maths Committee) or independent organisations (such as femmes

et mathématiques in France). The information will be put on our website where we
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hope it may become a useful resource.

As a follow up to our original request to national societies, we will be asking the EMS

to circulate a letter from us informing them about the report and list of organisations.

The meeting was immediately preceded by another face-to-face committee meeting at

which we discussed our future activities.

EWM and EMS Joint Women in Maths Scientific Committee

http://womenandmath.wordpress.com/emsewm-scientific-committee/

In 2008, following a suggestion of Sylvie Paycha, the European Maths Society and

EWM jointly set up a Scientific Committee of twelve distinguished women mathemati-

cians whose role is to advise on woman speakers for events such as the EWM activities

in Krakow. The committee has been invaluable both in taking pressure off the local

organisers and in helping raise the profile and mathematical level of EWM meetings.

After four years, Marta Sanz-Solé together with Marie-Françoise Roy the EWM Con-

venor, and Caroline Series worked together worked on renewing the membership. We

invited Isabelle Gallagher (Paris, France) to join the committee as its new chair. Four

members C. Bernardi, V. Sos, N.Uraltseva and M. Vergne, stood down and are replaced

by Alessandra Celletti (Rome), Cornelia Drutu, (Oxford), Sara van de Greer (Zurich)

and Antonella Grassi (U Penn).

Activities at 6ECM We have organised a panel discussion to take during 6ECM:

Redressing the gender imbalance in mathematics: strategies and outcomes. Tuesday

July 3rd, 15:45-17:45.

We have collaborated with EWM to organise the 6ECM satellite meeting Joint EMS/EWM

Survey Lectures on Sunday July 1st in the Auditorium Maximum. EWM is helping to

increase the participation of young women from eastern european countries in 6ECM

by advertising and financially supporting the EMS’s grant scheme.

The panel Five panellists who have been involved in a wide spectrum of initiatives to

encourage and support participation of women in science, especially mathematics, will

give brief presentations of the projects in which they have been involved and address

the outcomes. The topic will then be open to general discussion. The event is open to

all participants in the Congress. We hope that sharing some of the very wide variety of

different initiatives will be a constructive step to disseminating ideas and sharing best

practice. The panel will be chaired by Caroline Series. The panellists are:
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1. Dr Penelope Bidgood, Kingston University, UK

Women in Statistics

2. Professor Kari Hag NTNU, Trondheim, Norway

Scandanavian initiatives for Women Mathematicians

3. Professor Marja Makarow, University of Helsinki

Does a research career in mathematics attract women?

4. Dr Christie Marr, Deputy Director, The Isaac Newton Institute, Cambridge, UK

The Newton Institute Gender Balance Initiative

5. Professor Marie-Françoise Roy, Université Rennes 1, France

Women in Mathematics in France and Germany in the last 25 years

ICWM Seoul 2014 Discussion has begun about activities for women mathematicians

to coincide with ICM 2014 in Korea. This is being planned in collaboration with the

Korean Women in Mathematical Sciences (KWMS), EWM, and AWM (Association

for Women Mathematicians, USA). This is likely to follow the same format as 6ECM:

a one day meeting before the Congress and a panel discussion during it. The initial

initiative was taken by our committee member Dušanka Perǐsić through her contacts

with IMU President Ingrid Daubechies.

European Gender Summit and Manifesto http://www.gender-summit.eu/

The European Gender Summit was held under the auspices of thePolish Presidency

of the Council of the European Union, and supported by the European Commission

through theScience and Society Programme (FP7). Unfortunately no member of the

committee was able to attend their meeting in Brussels, November 2011. We decided

not to sign up for their Manifesto for Integrated Action on the Gender Dimension in

Research and Innovation as several members of the committee had reservations about

parts of the manifesto.

General Comments We have found our two face-to-face meetings, together with a

conference call in the intervening period, invaluable for carrying forward our activities.

Caroline Series, Chair. May 2012.

C.M.Series@warwick.ac.uk
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